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The Japanese-Siberian Situation Grave

l)clicate Diplomatic
Problem Facing Pres-
ident Wilson and
Fellow Members of
the Entente

By F. CUNLIFFE-OWEN.

I” President Wilson is withholding his
l assent 1o the military oecupation of
Jussian Manchuria and of eastern Siberia
by Japan it does not necessarily mean
that he is opposed to the plan, but merely
that be does not see the necessily of com-
mitting the United States to becoming a
parly to an enterprise which does not
come within the scope of bis declaration
ol the aims and priceiples of the Amen-
eun Governmen! and nation in the present
war. It may be assumed that he feels
that if he gave his formal approval it
would be eguivalent to a delegation to the
Mikado to aet in behalf of the United
States on the continent of Asia and a con-
sequent assumplion of respomsibility for
the policies there of Japan.

The President is said to consider that
if tHe American Govcrnment accepts re-
sponsibility for the entry of Japanese
troops into Russian Manchuria and Si-
beria for purposes of mililary vccupation
it also takes upon itself the responsibility
for bringing about the withdrawal of the
Japanese forces from Museovile territory
when the reason for their presence,
ramely, the danger of Teuton aggression,
has ceased to cxisl. Now that, it must be
admitted, is a heavy burden to shonlder.

Impossible to Set a Limit.

The expericnee of the past has shown
repeatedly that it is well nigh impossible
fo set a limit upon military oecupation,
and that the latter by foree of circum-
stanees beyond the control of the oceupy-
ing Power is apt-to develop into more or
less of a j>rmanency.
tration oi this is the case of the British
ocenpation of Egypt, which Gladstone,
who inaugurated it as Premier in 1882,
was anxious to limit to from six weeks to
at the most six months, giving assurances
to that effect to the foreign Powers, but
which has continued ever since, that is to
say for six and thirty years.

That the occupation of Russia's pos-
scssions in eastern Asia vy Japan at the
present time is not merely an advantage
but even an urgent pecessity it is diffi-
cult to deny. We must faee the issue
squarely.

Are Manchuria and Siberia to be aban-
doned entirely and completely to the Ger-
mans, who would take advantage thereof
to secure political and above all eco-
nomie eontrol of China with all her rich
markets? German control and possession,
as we know by the experience of the past,
would mean the exclusion of all foreign
nations excepting those bound to the
Kaiser by ties of politieal and economie
alliance. Moreover, Teuton possession
and domination would exercise a barbar-
ous, degrading and demoralizing influ-
ence upon eastern Asia, diametrically
opposed to all those principles of liberty,
democracy, justice and right. in behalf of
which the Powers of the Entente have
spent their blood and their treasure in
surh profusion in the present war.

Would Mean the Opea Door.

Japan's occupation of Russia in Asia,
on the other hand, no matter how long it
lasted, would mean the open door und
equal rights there for everybody and
evervihing American. We are assured of
that by treaty, and Japan, with whom
principles of honor are a maiter of that
religious ereed embodied in the eloguent
word Bushido, has a lofty sense of the
sacrred nature of treaty obligations. Un-
like Germany, for whom treaties are mere
seraps of paper, Japan has never yet
failed the world in this respect, and the
United Stales may econfidently look for
a square desl at her hands.

Moreover, the cause of Western civiliza-
tion, of enlighienment, progress, justice
and liberty is far more likely to be served
by the presence of Japan in Russian Asia
than by thai of the Kaiser's Huns. Inci-
dentally it may be recalled that scie
iwenly vears ago Emperor William held
up Japan to the obloquy and apprehen-
sion of the Western rivilized world as the
Oniental Peril, proclaiming himself, alike
in speech and in allegorical sketches of
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his own desiguing, us the savior of Enrope
and of ecivilization from this dread men-
ace. It is assuredly an irony of fate that
the great Wesierrn Powers, representing
all that is best in ecivilization, should now
look to Japan to proiect that civilization
in Asia against the savage hagb rism of
Emperor William, the tyrant of the Huns.

That there is a certain amount of actual
opposition in America to Japan's occupa-
tion of Russian Asia muost be allowed.
It comes from iwo sources. It emanates
in the first place from those who have al-
ways insisted upon regarding Japan as
an enemy Lo the United States with de-
signs on Ameriean lerritory and indepen-
dence.

They are the people who have even
gone Lo the length, in good faith possibly,
but seting under errvneous ideas, of eir-
culating throughout this eountry film
plays showing the United States in the
throes of an iuvasion by Japan. Now,
admitting merely for the sake of argu-
ment that the Japanese were a menace to
the United States and that the danger of &
Japanese invasion of America, with or
without Mexican ecooperation, really ex-
isted, would it not be of advantage to di-
vert the attention and the military inter-
ests of Japan from the United States {o
Russia in Asiz?

We have been told that if Japan_had
designs upon America it wus because she
needed an- outlet for her surplus popu-
lation, ber births exceeding her deaths by
nearly a million each year. Russian Asia
is sparsely populated. It is possessed of
vast latent wealth awaiting development
and exploitation by intelligent and pro-
gressive industry. Russian Asia could
absorb and turn to good aceount Japan's
surplus population for hundreds of years
to ecome to the advantage of the entire
world, and at the same time would fur-
nish such wholly absorbing occupation to
the lieges of the Mikado as to leave them
no leisure for the consideration of their
alleged designs upon the United Stales,

The other objection raised against
Japan's occupation of Russian territory
in Asia is of a still more extraordinary
character and emanates from those mis-
guided people who have underlaken to
champion the cause of the Bolsheviki and
who urge that President Wilson should
hasten to recogmize and support them as
representatives “of the most democratie
Government in Europe.” These admirers
of the Bolsheviki express the fear that
Japan's occupation of Russia in Asia
might distress, disturh and embarrass the
Bolsheviki.

That the latter should find any people,

save anarchists of the most fiery order,
wilhng (0o avow themselves their friends
and defenders is surprising. Yel we see
old'Lord Sheffield, one of the hends of the
historie house of Staunley, voicing their
cause in the House of Lords at Westmin-
ster, and men equally elever, but 1 would
add equally wrongheaded, speaking and
wriling in their behalf here in Ameriea.

2e can only explain this by the relative
ignorance that prevails of what has really
been taking place in Russia during the
last year.

It does not seem to be understood, either
in America or in England, that there have
heen more men, wowen and children mur-
dered in the present Russian revolulion
during the last six months than in all the
vears of the Reign of Terror in Franee.
The horrors of the French Revolution at
the close of the eighteenth century pale
beside those of the revolution in Russia
now in progress. The lalter have been
far worse and more varied,

In the revolt of the Bultie fleet the Ad-
miral and most of the officers were thrust
down holes in the ice after being subjected
to the most exeruciatine tortures. A Gen-
eral had Lis bands cut off, and after be-
ing earried round the (own was hacked to
pieces in the presence of his wife and little
vhildren. Another General was stoned to
death in his earriage in the streels of
Moscow, and another one literally torn to
fragments by the mob in the suburbs of
the old metropolis.

Officers, helpless eivilians, landed pro-
prictors, have been murdered by whole-
sale under cirenmstances of indescribable
atrovity ; banks have heen looted, debts re-
pudiated, foreign property seized and eon-
fiscated, houses and shops plundered of
their contenis, churches and eathedrals
desecrated and looted, monasteries and
convenis defiled, lands appropriated, the
owners massacred, their castles and manor
houses burned to the ground or blown up.
The foreign envoys at Petrograd have
been subjected to every indignity, robbed
of their possessions and ol their archives,
some of them even thrown into prison,
and “finally, as a climax, the Bolshevik
leaders, now definitely proved to have
been all along in the pay of the Kaiser,
have betrayed their entire eountry into
the hands of the Germans, decreeing the
demobilization of the army and opening
the way for the advance of the Kaiser's
troops upon Petrograd, Moscow and
Kiev.

All the arms, all the supplies furnished
by the United States and (he Allies have
been tummed over by the Bolsheviki almost
inlart to our foex, the Germans, and the
Bolsheviki bave never lost any occasion
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of expressing in the most upwmeasured
terus their bitter hatred of the Umited
States as the land above all others of
“that arrogant and tyrannical eapital”
which they execrate more than anything
else in the world. 1t is interesting to add
that many of the Bolshevik leaders have
Iived for years together in New York and
are either irresponsible fanaties of the
type of Berkman, now doing time at At-
lanta, or of New York East Sule gun-
men, who have been attracted back to
Russia by the idea of emancipation from
all eontrol, of complete freedom for all
their basest and most wicked instinets and
by the possibilities of unrestricted loot.

The fact that they have belraved Ru:-
sia {0 the Germans will never be [orgoiten
or forgiven by the bulk of the people,
who may be relied npon to exact a ter-
rible vengeance. For whereas the Rus-
sians have regurded the Japanese ever
gince the war of 1904-1905 as a very
chivalrous foe, with whom it was possihle
to eultivate sentiments of friendship and
sympathy, they bave always execrated the
Germai®, in whom for 200 years or mors
they huve seen oppressors and monopo-
lists of favors amd privileges withheld
from them.

Peter the Great Imported Germans.

Peter the Great and his suceessors on
the throne imported Germans by the tens
of thousands lor the industrial and agri-
enltural development of the land, accord-
ing to them exemption from taxation and

-from military service snd all sorts of

other rights, which eantributed to render
them objects of jealonsy and ill will on
the part of their Muscovite neighbors,

That is why there will be no real oppo-
gition on the part of the Russians to the
occupation of their territory in Asia by
the Japanese, whereas thay may be relied
upon sooner or later (o rise in their wrath
against the Germans, unwilling to submit
in the fature to a still greater tyranny at
their hands than they have endured in the
past.

The news that German agents and Rus-
sian Bolsheviki are already engaged in
siirring up trouble in Chinesé Turkestan
aguingt the Chinese Government and inei-
dentally against the local interests of the
Powers of the Entente shows that the
necesnsily of & military occupation of Mus-
covite Asia by the Japanese is a matter
of extreme urgency, admitting of no de-
lay, and the Chinese Government has
already indicated its appreciation of this
fact by assigning an army of 20,000 men
to eooperate with the Mikado's troops on
the Uhinese border. Unless all the Ameri-
ean money already spent in improve-
ments on the Traons-Siberian Railroad
and the eolossal quantities of Ameriean,
British, French and Japanese supplies
stored at Vladivostok and at othier points
along the Trans-Siberian line awaiting
transshipment to Moscow and Petrograd
are to fall into the hands of the Bol-
sheviki and their German associates the
move by Japan into Hussia’s Asiatie de-
pendencies must be made at once.

Japan in Fine Shape.

Japan is no longer hampered by the
finanvial difficulties with which she was
overwhelmed until the beginning of the
present war.  Her coffers, both official
and privale, are filled to overflowing; her
armies are splendidly organized and on a
war fooling. Sbe has at the head of her
Government a gallant and able General,
Count Terauchi, who as a veleran of the
war of 1905 Rnows every inch of the
ground over which the Mikado's army of
occupation will advance.

He has s sovereign and the bulk of
his fellow countrymen enthusiustically
suppurlmg him in bis poliey of peacelul
ow-upmun for purposes of protection
against the peril of the Hun, and he las,
maoreover, the backing of the British Em-
pire, which is united to Japan not by one
but by several trealies, each more binding
than the other, to safeguard each other's
interests everywhere in Asia, even at the
cost of arms. It is on the ground of those
freaties that the Empire of the IRising
Sun has threwn in its lot with Great Brit-
ain and with her allies in the canse of the
Entente in the present war.
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